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In This Project You Will Find 
Out:

-some history

-legends

-famous places

-curiosities

-and more



Cracow-general information
Krakow - the former capital of the country - is the largest city in the 
Southern Poland Macroregion. Currently, it is the capital of the Lesser Poland 
Voivodeship. Krakow lies on the largest Polish river, the Vistula, which divides 
it into two unequal parts. It is situated in a valley on the border of the 
Krakow Upland, the Carpathian Foothills and the Sandomierz Basin.



Cracow-History
The history of the city of Krakow is extremely rich. According to tradition, 
the name of the city of Krakow derives from the name of Krak, the legendary 
Slovinian prince or perhaps the leader who founded his city on Wawel - a 
rocky hill overlooking the Vistula riverbed. The first written mention of 
Krakow exists in the description of the trip of the Arab merchant Ibrahim 
from 965. Back then, Kraków was probably a town of no little importance; Its 
development was determined by its convenient location on communication and 
trade routes. In Krakow, archaeologists discovered traces of the presence of 
a man from the Old Stone Age. The excavations also confirm the existence of 
other cultures in these areas. In the 10th century, there was already a 
fortified castle on Wawel.



Cracow-Famous Legends (list)
-The legend of the Wawel dragon
-The legend of St. Mary's Hejnal
-The legend of the towers of St. Mary's Church
-The legend of enchanted pigeons in Krakow
-The legend of Lajkonik
-The legend about the foot of Queen Jadwiga



Cracow-Famous Places (Mariacki Church p1)
The Romanesque parish church at the Market Square 
of the city of Kraków was founded, as Jan Długosz 
wrote, by the bishop of Kraków, Iwon Odrowąż in the 
years 1221–1222. In the years 1290–1300 a new 
church in the early Gothic style was erected, partly on 
its foundations, consecrated in 1320.The current 
shape of the building is the result of subsequent 
reconstructions. In the years around 1355–1365, an 
elongated single-space chancel was erected with 
windows filled in around 1360–1400 with 
multi-colored windows and stained glass windows.

.



Cracow-Famous Places (Mariacki Church p2)
At the end of the 14th century, a basilica body 
was built, modeled on the western part of the 
Wawel cathedral. It was covered in the years 
1395–97 with a rib vault by master Mikołaj 
Werhner from Prague. In the years 1435–1446, 
chapels were added to the outer walls of the 
aislesIn 1795, the church cemetery was closed. 
This is how Mariacki Square was created. Some 
of the epitaphs that survived were transferred to 
the temple walls.



Cracow-Famous Places (Wawel Castle p1)
The Wawel Hill is for Krakow what the Acropolis is for 
ancient Athens or the Capitoline Hill is for Rome. The 
rocky hill, towering over the bend of the Vistula, was the 
seat of secular and spiritual authorities from the early 
Middle Ages. There are, however, traces of human 
presence there since the Paleolithic period. Mieszko I (p. 
960-992), the first historical ruler and creator of Polish 
statehood, chose Wawel as one of his seats. His adoption 
of Christianity introduced Poland into the circle of 
Western culture. In 1000, a bishopric was established in 
Krakow and the first Wawel cathedral was built.Wawel 
experienced a special boom in the 14th-14th centuries, 
during the reign of the last Piasts and Jagiellonian



Cracow-Famous Places (Wawel Castle p2)
During the reigns of the kings: Alexander (p. 1501-1506), Zygmunt I 
(1506-1548) and Zygmunt August (p. 1548-1572), the already too cramped 
Gothic castle was transformed into a Renaissance residence, one of the 
most magnificent in Central Europe. It was a time of extraordinary 
development in the arts and humanities.After King Zygmunt III Waza (p. 
1587-1632) and his court moved to Warsaw in the years 1609-1611, Wawel 
lost its previous importance. However, it remained one of the royal 
residences, and coronations and funerals of Polish kings continued to take 
place in the cathedral. The castle was destroyed and plundered many times 
during the war, incl. during the Swedish Deluge. In 1796, taken over by the 
Austrians after the last partition, the castle was turned into barracks of 
the Austrian army.



Curiosities
-Krakow was the capital of Poland

-a knife from the legend of the church of St. Mary hangs in the cloth hall

-In 965, Krakow was the commercial center of Slavic Europe

-In 1978, Krakow was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

-The Wawel caste has "one painting exhibition". There is a work by Leonardo da Vinci.

-Angielski

The University of Kraków, founded in the 14th century, is the oldest university in Poland.


